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The third edition of the Stage Rally Safety Requirements (SRSRs) is intended to update, clarify or
supplement the May 2016 SRSRs Document. The additions and amendments have been collated based
on input from various sources including: Rallies Committee, Rally Forums, Safety Delegates, Clerks of
the Course and general input from events, marshals and officials. We are grateful for the time you have
all taken to help supplement this initial document.
THIS SUMMARY SHEET IS NOT INTENDED TO BE USED AS A STANDALONE DOCUMENT BUT AS A
SUPPLEMENT TO the SRSRs May 2016. A fully updated version of the Requirements (dated April 2017) is
available on the MSA website along with a mapping document against May 2016.
Item
1
1.1

1.3

1.4

1.7.1
1.7.7
1.8
2.
2.1
2.3.2

2.4.3
2.5.4

2.5.6

2.5.7

Amendment/Clarification/Addition or Update
KEY ELEMENTS OF SAFETY PLANS
This section highlights the key elements that are priority areas essential for the safe
running of rally events. Safety Planning is critical to an event and as such there may
well be more than one document in your overall Safety Dossier. The primary elements
of this dossier are likely to be:
Your draft safety plan (which may consist of one or more documents) must be
submitted to the MSA and MSA Safety Delegate at least 6 weeks prior to your event
(you can email Competitionsandclubs@msauk.org) or send with the permit application if
earlier. As well as being used by the rally organising team, event officials and marshals,
the MSA Safety Delegate for your event will request require a copy of your draft safety
plan as part of their input into the safe planning of your event. This applies to both
Single-Venue and Multi-Venue events.
A suggested list of safety plan contents (Appendix A), Incident Management Plan
Contents (Appendix B) and Sample templates (Appendix C & D) which are there for your
guidance can be found on https://www.msauk.org/The-Sport/Rally-Future
Event time schedule, safety car schedule, arrangements and route map;
Service Area and Refuelling
The overall safety plans should demonstrate that risks to the public, volunteers and
competitors have been assessed and managed
ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
Key roles and responsibilities at your event must be clearly set out in your Safety Dossier
and are listed below
Taking part in post-event debrief – including a written report to the MSA that will be
made available to your event. The Safety Delegate should provide you with a draft copy
of this for comment prior to it being sent to the MSA.
On a Single Venue Rally, the MSA Steward will also undertake the role of the MSA Safety
Delegate.
The Clerk of the Course is ultimately responsible for decision making as the most senior
member in the chain of command and as such will take decisions regarding the stages in
conjunction with the Stage Commanders.
On a Single Venue Rally, the Clerk of the Course is also responsible for ensuring that a
Competitor Briefing is given to ALL competitors as part of the administrative procedures
(see Appendix K for further details)
On all events the Clerk of the Course is responsible for ensuring that senior members of
the organising team are properly briefed including the Stage Commanders
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3
3.4

Scrutineers
In order to fulfil their role, Scrutineers will should be present at stage starts, particularly
the early stages of an event, carrying out duties such as checking, amongst other things
that FHR’s, seat belts and helmets are correctly worn. For some venues, typically single
venue stage rallies, it may be more practical to have any checks made by the scrutineers
at or immediately after the service out control. Scrutineers must identify themselves and
liaise with control officials or the Stage Commander before commencing checks.
They may also occasionally need to enter the special stage. This should only be the case
when there is a serious accident resulting in a stage stoppage. If a Scrutineer needs to
inspect a car in any other situation, this should be done after the stage has closed. They
should follow immediately after the sweeper car ensuring they are always able to
communicate with Rally Control via radio whilst in the stage.
Will ensure safety plans are created for all special stages and non-stage venues such as
refuels, scrutineering and service areas including setup diagrams and information about
spectator locations within those stages.
Will ensure that all post-event incident reports are completed (as required by the MSA
and the Landowners). These reports should be completed within 5 working days.
The MSA will hold Event and Spectator Safety Officer training programmes each year as
needed, invitations to this programme will be through event Clerks of the Course.
The MSA will hold Event and Spectator Safety Officer training programmes each year as
needed, invitations to this programme will be through event Clerks of the Course.
The MSA will hold Event and Spectator Safety Officer training programmes each year as
needed, invitations to this programme will be through event Clerks of the Course.
During the event the spectator safety officer has a key role in the management of
spectators and will usually travel around the special stages to an agreed schedule prior
to the live running of each stage, spotting and dealing with issues as they arise
Ideally, the CMO is located in Rally Control along with the Clerk of the Course, the MSA
Steward and the Radio Controller.
Finally, it is important that they complete all post-event medical incident reports as
required by the MSA and the Landowners. These reports should be completed within 5
working days.
The Stage Commander will work with the Clerk of the Course for all major decision
making matters which relate to the potential interruption of the stage
At least one member of the safety car team must have been involved in pre-event
planning. All crew members of the team must be fully briefed on the safety plans for the
event by this person or another senior event official prior to the event in order that they
can prepare for their role
Parts one and two of the Safety Car Workshop have now been combined, elements of
part two will be incorporated into part one. This single day will be the mandatory day.
Further Driver Awareness days may be available in the future.
STAGE MARSHAL REQUIREMENTS
The predicted marshaling strength at any location is the number of marshals that the
organising team consider to be appropriate having taken account of all local
circumstances and potential spectator activity.
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The actual circumstances on rally day may change for many reasons therefore the
predicted number is neither a minimum nor maximum and may need to be adjusted.
The predicted number of marshals will be the number that is entered into event
documentation and listed in the setup information. It will be used to recruit and allocate
marshals and will be referred to by the Safety Delegate when inspecting the venue.
Further information on predicted numbers can be found in Chapter 4 Stage Radio
Requirements and Appendix J, predicted marshal numbers.
Identify the total number of marshals required on each stage to include timing and radio
marshals who may also be required to work as stage marshals should the need arise,
further information on identifying radio marshals is available in chapter 4
Cancel or shorten to a suitable length any stage that does not have the predicted
number of marshals in place on the day. The stage must not run with fewer marshals
than you have identified in your safety plan i.e. the total on the stage and those required
at the pre-defined spectator areas unless reviewed and agreed with your Safety Delegate
on the day.
Cadet Marshals should NOT be included in your predicted numbers
STAGE RADIO REQUIREMENTS
A radio car crew shall ideally consist of two marshals comprising a radio operator and a
radio marshal.
At least one member of the radio car crew must have completed the MSA Marshal
Accreditation and whenever deployed outside of the radio car must wear a marshals’
tabard.
If a radio marshal has not undertaken the on-line accreditation they must be buddied
with an accredited marshal.
All radio marshals may be required to assist with event management issues such as
vehicle incidents and spectator management as needed so they should be prepared for
outdoor work as well as in car duties.
Events should ensure that there is a distance of approximately 3 miles between radio
locations.
Be aware that any radio location listed in your road book MUST be staffed at your event
in order for the stage to run.
The radio communication network and Radio Controller should remain in place until all
Rescue, Medical and Recovery services have completed their tasks.
If you choose to run a dedicated radio/gsm tracking frequency, their locations and
details should also be listed on the radio plan.
Mandatory Radio Points
Mandatory Radio Points should ideally be staffed by two or more people and are defined
as follows:
Radios located at intermediate safety points and at a shortcut re-join junction that safety
vehicles may use. These locations must be shown in the safety plan and road book as
well as having radio boards in place on the stage route. These locations must have a
yellow flag. Some stages under 9 miles may not have a shortcut/re-join junction and
therefore will not need yellow flags.
Supplementary Radio Points
Supplementary Radio Points should ideally consist of two or more marshals.
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7.10.1

7.11
7.11.1

These points are located throughout the stage as required by the event, signage is not
required and they do NOT need to appear in the road book.
Their location and details should however be listed within the safety plan. They do not
require yellow flags. As these locations are NOT included in your road book they do NOT
all have to be staffed in order for your event to run.
Predicted Radio Marshal Numbers
The following may be of assistance when calculating your predicted marshal numbers
including the relevant radio marshals
The Radio Operator is responsible for the monitoring and operation of the Event Safety
Radio Network for their location and the surroundings (NOT included in predicted
numbers)
• A Radio Marshal will support the Radio Operator but will be expected to deploy from
the radio car as a marshal for that location as and when required to do so. (included
in predicted numbers)
• Where a radio car crew is staffing a Mandatory Radio point, the Safety Radio must
be staffed at all times whilst the stage is live by one of the crew.
• Where a radio car crew is staffing a Supplementary Radio point, then both the radio
operator and the radio marshal must be prepared to deploy away from the radio car
as marshals when needed.
• At a mandatory radio location requiring a yellow flag, a marshal must be available to
display the yellow flag when required to do so, this may be a radio marshal (included
in predicted numbers). On National events the marshal displaying the yellow flag
must be wearing a marshals’ tabard and on International events they must wear the
radio tabard.
If an event is using an additional frequency to track the progress of cars the primary
responsibility of the tracking radio operator is to monitor and report on the passage of
the cars. (NOT included in predicted numbers)
All stage personnel therefore will be counted towards the predicted marshal numbers
except for:
• radio operators at mandatory radio points
• tracking radio operators (where used).
IDENTIFYING AND MANAGING RISKS TO SPECTATORS
The HSE in conjunction with the MSA have produced a free downloadable guide to
organising motorsport events (HSG112) (updated 2016) this can be found at
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg112.htm

You must consider the risks to spectators when planning your route and not after the
route has been set. The event and/or spectator safety officer, should be involved at the
route planning stage and should consider suitable viewing points, access/egress points
and car parking.
Prohibited “no-go” areas
All high-risk areas identified must be designated as prohibited “no-go” areas Use taping
where necessary, prohibited area signs (Notice B) should be erected where required but
well inside any boxed off area to ensure that there is no confusion.
Danger area
Notice D should be used at the end of Spectator Areas to reinforce the “end of spectator
zone taping/roping”. They can also be used for Time Controls preceding a Special Stage
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8.6
8.6.1

8.7
8.7.2
8.7.3

Start, Flying Finishes and Stop Lines or other areas where you do NOT wish spectators to
access. The sign does NOT apply to level 2 media or to marshals.
The diagram 8.9.4 gives you an example of how to set up a crossing point and the
correct coloured tape to use. It is also advisable to have crossing point signs which
should be mounted at a height of approximately two metres to ensure spectators can
see them from a distance. Further guidance will be available on crossing points through
the MSA website RallyFuture section.
Other areas of the route
High ground is usually the better place to be, consequently identifying higher ground
that can be used by spectators is helpful when planning your spectator areas. These
areas can simply be managed by the placement of suitably briefed and identified
marshals with tape and signage to identify the points beyond which spectators may not
pass.
REMEMBER, A CAR THAT IS OUT OF CONTROL CAN TRAVEL A LONG DISTANCE. ALWAYS
ENSURE THAT SPECTATORS ARE KEPT WELL BACK OR ON HIGHER GROUND AT
DANGEROUS POINTS.
Within a forest rally, it is common practice to tape at the tree line along certain parts of
the route. Please ensure that you tape further back bearing in mind all of the above
issues. A few metres can make a significant difference, for example, where cars are
expected to slide under muddy conditions. Also consider the status of the treeline –
taping at the first tree line may be an insufficient approach if the trees are extremely
close to the stage at all points or if the trees are further apart. Consider taping at the
second tree line as opposed to the first
Once the route is set up, it is good practice to have photographs or video taken of the
finished set up layout in order that the event has a record of what was originally in place.
Service Areas and Refuelling are also areas that need planning and careful layout.
Appendix P covers these points.
MSA SIGNS, NOTICES AND POSTERS
Warning Notice D
To be used to define limits of spectator access.
This is a new sign which will be added to the MSA Year Book in 2018

Additional posters
These are available for events to use as either signage at Spectator Areas, in Car Parks
or in local shops/public places. They do not replace the spectator safety code (above)
but can be used to supplement The Code if required. They can also be used on the
event’s website or shared through social media. These posters are available from the
MSA’s website in the RallyFuture section. It is suggested that events provide further
guidance on the signage to spectators in order to explain to the spectators the purpose
and meaning of each of the signs. Further information can be found at Appendix L
MSA Drones Poster (new from 2017)
Public Rights of Way
Tape and signs should be well back from rally route (not at the edge of the track) so that
they can be seen by walkers or cyclists well before they reach the stage.
Any walkers, cyclists or horse riders who approach the area will be informed of the event
by the marshals at those locations where such rights of way exist.

8.7.4
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10
10.5
10.5.5
10.5.8
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10.6.2

10.9
10.9.1

Where footpaths / bridleways/ restricted byways are still open, and they wish to
continue, please see them safely across the route between cars to ensure their safety.
All access roads to the event and Rights of Way must be indicated with MSA warning
signs as shown in the MSA Yearbook.
In order to achieve a consistent message across the whole of rallying in the UK, “No Go”
(prohibited) areas must be defined by red and white tape and/or notice B; this will
include box junctions and tape across marshalled footpaths.
Spectator viewing areas should be defined with yellow and black tape substituted as
needed by rope, barriers and /or tape or mesh fencing of a bright visible colour, different
to the colour of the environment. The exit/closure of the area being well defined with
clear signage for example Notice D or a “No spectators beyond this point” board. When
marshals are also located at these exit points it helps ensure a tighter control of these
areas and less risk that spectators will walk on the stage route. These are important
spectator management points.
Use of coloured tape, signage and guidance on the layout of a crossing point.
WORKING WITH PARTNERS
Help ensure the road surfaces are sufficiently bedded down for the rally to run;
Your Forest Office can also advise of any forest work that is being undertaken during
your set up period. Ensure all your team are aware of the hazards whenever they see a
Forestry or NRW Prohibited Sign.
Ambulances & First Aid
On events where on-stage Ambulances and Rescue Units MAY be required to transport
injured parties to designated hospitals (particularly in Northern Ireland), organisers must
provide these crews with clear, concise instructions and routes from stage locations to
Accident & Emergency Department locations at the hospitals designated in the Event
Safety Plan.
IDENTIFYING AND MANAGING THE RISK TO CARS & COMPETITORS
Chicanes
If the chicane needs to be re-erected the marshals should have developed a plan
between themselves prior to the event to ensure they each know how it will be done.
Distances given on the following diagram are for guidance purposes only, gaps between
elements of the chicane should be adjusted to suit the circumstances.
Defining the route
Avoid over-use of tape to define the route and keep the competitive route clear from
distractions where possible. NEVER use metal pins on the track or close to the track, they
should only be used in spectator areas or where it is highly unlikely a car will go.
Where events use the same track several times and especially in opposite directions
arrows that are not in use must either be bagged or have a contrasting colour on the
reverse side (preferably matt black or white).
First on Scene
Events are strongly recommended to include in ALL road books a simple list of First on
Scene actions (a list will be available from the MSA website RallyFuture section) as well
as making the First on Scene video (MSA website) available either on their own websites
or via a link to the MSA site.

10.9.2
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10.9.3

It is suggested that this video is made available to all competitors as part of the briefing
(on a Single Venue) as well as being made available to competitors on the event website.
The key points from these videos are available as Appendix I and these should be
included in the competitors’ road book as well as the marshals’ instructions.
You may wish to add a section to the road book, reminding competitors of the regulation
and their required action should a yellow flag be shown to them.

Tracking
10.10
10.10.1 Exact details of the system will be circulated well before any implementation date but
organisers should consider the following points in readiness:
10.10.2 Additional space will be required at scrutineering for the tracking company to install
units in cars
10.10.3 Additional time should be allowed for scrutineering
10.10.4 Rally Control will require an internet connection as well as a dedicated laptop/PC to view
the tracking system on
10.10.5 Competitors will be required to transmit an OK or SOS signal when they are stopped on a
stage
10.10.6 Voice communications will be possible with a competitor who has pressed the OK/SOS
button. Someone in Rally control should be nominated to deal with these calls
10.10.7 The Clerk of the Course will be able to issue yellow flag notifications to selected crews on
any special stage
10.10.8 Marshals should be advised of the system and advised of the voice calls capability if the
crew are injured or unresponsive.
11
11.1
11.1.1

SAFETY CARS AND THEIR DUTIES
For all Single-Venue stage rallies,
The minimum requirement is to run either a (spectator) safety car or a 0 car.

11.1.2

For all single-venue rallies with known spectator attendance, the minimum requirement
is to run two safety cars. The Steward may travel in the first safety car if required.

11.1.3
11.1.6

11.2
11.2.4
11.2.5

11.4

11.8

For a Single Venue Event, the Steward will travel through a group of stages prior to the
first competitor and then after any major changes to the route/stage layout.
It is important that a safety car goes through after a change to a group of revised stages
to ensure that they are set up according to plan. This vehicle may include the Safety
Delegate.
For Multi-Venue stage rallies,
ALL safety car crew members including the 0 car must have voice communication
between vehicles and Rally Control.
The 0 car does NOT need to be clear of the special stage before the first car starts as
long as the MSA Safety Delegate has approved it to run and the Clerk of the Course is
satisfied that the time schedule is adequate to ensure they will be able to be clear of the
stage ahead of the first competing car.
Those operating safety cars do not need to hold a competition license – they must
however have safety experience and by 2018 one member of each vehicle must have
attended the Safety Car workshop.
The Safety Delegate will usually run before 00 to enable the crew of the 00 vehicle to
undertake any additional actions required.
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11.10
Interim Safety Cars
11.10.3 It is not necessary for the Interim Safety Car to be clear of the stage before the First Car
enters, dependant on length and terrain (see 11.2.5).
11.11
The size and type of event will determine the number of safety cars needed as well as the
likely timings. These timings will of course also be affected amongst other things by the
length of stage, number of competitors and weather conditions. The guide below may be
helpful

FCD
minus XX
minutes

Small Single
Venue

Larger Single
Venue

Multi Venue
Stage

Large Multi
Venue Stage
Spec Safety
/000

40 – 50
30 – 40

000 (if
required)

000 (if
required)

20 – 30

MSA SD

MSA SD

Spec
Safety/00

00

0

0

10 – 20

MSA Steward

10 - 15

MSA Steward

Spec
Safety/00

5 - 10

0 or Safety

0

11.12

Road opening car and road closing car descriptions should only be used on closed road
events. Further information on this will be available as an appendix following any
government decisions in relation to closed road legislation

12

WORKING WITH THE MEDIA

12.1

The MSA has implemented a Rally Media Accreditation scheme that is valid for special
stage rallies, single-venue rallies and rally timed trials. It is underpinned by a Code of
Conduct, plus strict conditions. It features two levels to cater for the different needs of
journalists and photographers/broadcasters:

12.8

All accredited media will have undertaken the marshals on-line learning modules.

13

TRAINING AND BRIEFING OF MARSHALS

13.1

All marshals are required to have completed the on-line learning modules which relate
to 1. The Roles and Responsibilities of a Marshal, 2. Spectator Management and 3.
Incident Management in order to become accredited

13.2

The event is responsible for ensuring that marshals are either accredited registered or
buddied and that the predicted number of marshals has been met, unless circumstances
have changed which necessitates the amendment of the predicted numbers.
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13.6

13.7
13.7.1

13.7.4

13.7.5
13.9

The officials signing on form will be updated during 2017 to enable marshals to record
their status. Stage commanders should ensure that registration/accreditation cards are
checked prior to the event or at signing on.

New or Inexperienced Marshals – Buddying
Any potential marshal arriving at your event MUST sign-on to ensure that you have all
their details and have been encouraged to complete the MSA’s on-line registration and
accreditation so that once completed, the MSA can contact them regarding being
added to the existing registration database. A marshals’ recognition package was
launched in 2017.
All new or inexperienced marshals should then be allocated a location where an
experienced marshal can support them during their first events. It is recommended that
a ratio of no more than 4 newcomers to one buddy be implemented. Particular attention
should be paid to placing new or inexperienced marshals in appropriate locations where
they will have the support of other marshals and where they will not be expected to deal
on their own with spectator management.
Where experienced marshals are not yet accredited, they too will need to be located with
an accredited marshal

Briefing Session – Marshals
•

13.10

A reminder about the importance of using a whistle to advise marshals and
spectators on an approaching safety or rally car

Assisting Cars

13.10.2 When an incident happens, a marshal’s primary responsibility is to act as a look out in
order to allow another person to assess the needs of the competitor; Awareness of this
will be included in the marshals’ on-line learning modules which ALL marshals have to
complete before becoming accredited. The use of the marshals’ whistle is strongly
recommended as part of this role.
13.10.7 The MSA has provided guidance through posters for this purpose (see the Elfyn Evans
Poster below) and they are available to download from the RallyFuture resources page
on the MSA website.
13.11

Communication with Spectators

13.11.2 Provide links to MSA safety videos including “Don’t be like Bill” Rally Stage spectator
safety video, the FIA Safety video as well as those from other events such as Mull and
Wales Rally GB – all these can be found on the MSA RallyFuture resources page.
13.11.9 On the reverse of any tickets you should always include Notice A from the MSA Yearbook.

APPENDICES
Appendices A – I

all have amendments/updates

APPENDIX J

Predicted marshal strength

APPENDIX K

Competitor briefing

APPENDIX L

Splits & Merges
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APPENDIX M

Risk Assessment Templates

APPENDIX 0

First on Scene

APPENDIX P

Service Area Guidelines

APPENDIX Q

Refuelling Guidelines
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